
	

	

THE NATIVES INSTITUTION  
 

(Extract from “Blacktown Shire Council Incorporated 1906: “I Take but I Surrender”  
by George Nicolaidis (2007)) 

 
In 1814 William Shelley, an ex-South Sea Island missionary, suggested to Governor 
Macquarie that school for the education of Aboriginal children should be established, and 
formulated a plan for carrying it out. The Governor agreed to Shelley's proposal, and the 
first school was built at Parramatta in 1815 and later, another one, in 1823, at the corner of 
Rooty Hill Road North and Richmond Road. 
 
The 29 acres site was cleared of timber for agricultural purposes. At one large section, a 
vegetable garden was established for teaching organised farming. Beside this, the native 
children while being taught to read and write were at the same time converted into 
Christianity.  
 
The school was known as The Natives Institution, but also as Blacktown since 1825, and it 
is probable that the colonists knew the locality by that name still earlier. It closed in 1827 
and the children transferred to the orphan schools. An experiment failed. 
 
The double storey building, whose upper floor was used as residence for the missionary 
teacher and his family, was vacated and was auctioned by the government in 1834 when it 
was purchased by the Royal Navy Lieutenant, William Bell, for 200 pounds and gave it the 
name "Epping." Bell's Creek that flows through the Rooty Hill-Plumpton locality was 
named after him.  
 
In the late 1880's the property was purchased by Sydney Burdekin, M.L.A., one of the 
richest people in the State who had his newly acquired property re-named "Lloydhurst" 
and used it as his country residence. He died in 1906. The historic building was gutted by 
fire in 1932. 
 
The experiment referred to above was the first official attempt to educate and introduce 
the natives of New South Wales to agriculture and impress upon them the European style 
of living.  
 


